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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir; 

Prior to examination of the above-referenced application, please amend the application as 
follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 
10. (Amended) A database management device according to claim 6, which comprising: 
relevant information adding means for adding the relevant information associated with the data 
each other to both or either one of a specific data of which effective period expires and/or the 
following data corresponding to the specific data. 
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12. (Amended) A database management device according to claim 6, which comprising: 
searching order management means for setting the searching order of the following data in front 
of tte data corresponding to the following data. 



1 3 . (Amended) A database management device according to claim 6, which further 
comprising: searching frequency monitoring means for monitoring the searching frequency of 
the following data and the data corresponding to the following data; and the searching order 
management means changes the searching orders of the specific data and the following data 
according to the searching frequency. 



REMARKS 

The above-referenced application is amended to delete the multiple dependency of claims 
10,12 and 13 to avoid the multiple dependent claim filing fee. Attached is a marked-up version of 
the claims as amended. Entry of this preliminaty amendment is respectfiiUy requested. 

RespectftiUy submitted, 

MCDERMOTT, WILL & EMERY 



600 13*Sfreet,N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005-3096 
(202)756-8000 SAB:prp 
Date: December 20, 2001 
Facsimile: (202)756-8087 




Stejjhen A. Becker 
^gisfrationNo. 26,527 
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MARKED-UP VERSION OF AMENDED CLAIMS 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

The claims have been amended as follows: 
10. (Amended) A database management device according to claim 6 [or claim 9], which 
comprising: 

relevant information adding means for adding the relevant information associated with the data 
each other to both or either one of a specific data of which effective period expires and/or the 
following data corresponding to the specific data. 

12. (Amended) A database management device according to claim 6 [or claim 9], which 
comprising: searching order management means for setting the searching order of the following 
data in fi-ont of the data corresponding to the following data. 

13. (Amended) A database management device according to claim 6 [or claim 9], which 
further comprising: searching frequency monitoring means for monitoring the searching 
frequency of the following data and the data corresponding to the following data; and the 
searching order management means changes the searching orders of the specific data and the 
following data according to the searching frequency. 
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